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Abstract:

This study aims to deconstruct the dialectical tension between the authority of historical
documentation and the specificities of the political and ideological project during the
Almohad era in the Islamic West. A significant development within the Almohad
movement was the transformation of historical writing into a strategic tool designed to
align with unfolding events and political agendas—a process that extended to the
construction of legitimacy, as the movement’s foundational episodes were integrated into
a broader historical narrative. The study focuses on analyzing and comparing key
historical texts, specifically those by al-Baydhaq, the author of *Kitab al-Salat*, the sons
of al-Qattan, and Abd al-Wahid al-Marrakushi. It employs an epistemological approach
to examine how history was interpreted and directed to serve the ruling power, while
simultaneously uncovering thematic margins and semantic indicators—such as the
mechanisms of ritualized and political violence—that the authors could not fully suppress,
despite the constraints imposed by official mandates and the environment of the Caliphs'
court.

Keywords:

Historical documentation; classical historiography; Almohad era; Almohad ideology;

critical sources.
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