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Abstract

This study provides a comprehensive analysis of the implications of the Memorandum of
Understanding signed between the Libyan Government of National Accord and Turkey in
November 2019 concerning maritime boundary delimitation and security cooperation,
highlighting its direct repercussions on Libyan-Egyptian relations and the balance of
power in the Mediterranean basin.

The study begins by reviewing the general framework and historical background, noting
that the historical roots of Libyan-Turkish relations date back to the Ottoman era, while
Libyan-Egyptian relations have experienced varying stages of rapprochement and tension
across different political periods, particularly following the events of 2011 and the
subsequent divisions of power in Libya. The study identifies the Libyan motivations
behind signing the memorandum, including the Government of National Accord's pursuit
of military and security support to counter the attack on Tripoli, protect its maritime rights,
and strengthen its political position against competing parties. On the other hand, Turkey's
motivations included protecting its strategic interests in the Eastern Mediterranean,
expanding its continental shelf, overcoming its isolation from the Eastern Mediterranean
Gas Forum, and establishing a legal and political framework for its regional presence.

The study then examines the Egyptian position, noting that Cairo viewed the agreement
with considerable concern and regarded it as a threat to its national security, given its
potential to provide Turkey with a strategic foothold and increasing influence along
Egypt's western border. The agreement also intersected with Egypt's existing alliances
with Greece and Cyprus in the Eastern Mediterranean, while raising concerns over
escalating security threats related to organized crime and migration and their implications
for Egypt's regional role.

Finally, the study discusses the legal implications and broader repercussions of the
agreement. It notes that, in principle, the agreement was based on the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) of 1982, yet it generated significant legal
and political disputes with neighboring regional states due to its treatment of the effects
of certain overlapping islands. Consequently, it contributed to heightened competition in
the Eastern Mediterranean, altered maritime spheres of influence, and reinforced Turkey's
presence as a major actor in regional energy and security dynamics.

Keywords:
Libyan-Turkish Memorandum of Understanding, Libyan-Egyptian Relations, Eastern
Mediterranean, Regional Security, Maritime Borders.
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