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Abstract :

The study examines the current state of open science governance within Saudi Arabia’s
national policies and evaluates the extent to which these policies respond to open
science requirements and align with the objectives of Saudi Vision 2030 and the
Sustainable Development Agenda. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach
and content analysis methodology by reviewing official policies and documents issued
by national entities concerned with data, artificial intelligence, digital transformation,
education, research, development, and innovation.

The findings reveal a clear national strategic orientation toward adopting open science
principles as a key driver of the knowledge economy and a fundamental pillar for
enhancing transparency and accountability within the scientific research ecosystem. The
study also highlights tangible efforts by several national bodies—most notably the Saudi
Data and Al Authority (SDAIA), the Digital Government Authority, the Research,
Development and Innovation Authority, and the Ministry of Education—in developing
an advanced digital infrastructure that enables open access to data and research outputs
and strengthens societal participation in knowledge production. However, the results
indicate the continued absence of a comprehensive national legislative and regulatory
framework for open science governance, as well as weak coordination among related
national policies, which may limit the effectiveness of efforts aimed at achieving
integration between scientific research and sustainable development.

Based on the findings, the study presents several recommendations, most importantly
the need to adopt a unified national policy for open science governance that aligns with
national strategies for research, development, and digital transformation, and clearly
defines roles and responsibilities. Such a policy would reinforce knowledge equity,
ensure fair access to information, and enhance Saudi Arabia’s position within the global
innovation and knowledge economy.

Keywords:

Open Science Governance, National Policies, Vision 2030, Sustainable Development,
Knowledge Economy, Transparency, Innovation.
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