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Abstract:

This study examines the Palestinian—Israeli conflict through the sociology of knowledge
and political discourse analysis. It proceeds from the assumption that the conflict is not
limited to land, sovereignty, borders, and material power; it also encompasses a struggle
over narrative, collective memory, identity, and the authority to define reality. Central
concepts such as Nakba/Independence, return, land, homeland, indigeneity, security, and
victimhood do not function merely as neutral descriptions. Rather, they operate as
mechanisms through which meaning, collective identity, political legitimacy, and

perceptions of self and other are produced.

The study adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach, drawing on Peter
Berger and Thomas Luckmann's social construction of reality, Maurice Halbwachs's
collective memory, Michel Foucault's relationship between knowledge and power, Pierre
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Bourdieu's symbolic power, Edward Said's “permission to narrate,” and Daniel Bar-Tal's
concept of ethos of conflict. It focuses on four major semantic fields:
Nakba/Independence; return; land, homeland and indigeneity; and security and

victimhood.

The study concludes that narrative is not merely a reflection of conflict but one of the
mechanisms through which conflict is continuously produced and reproduced. Naming,
selecting a historical starting point, organizing collective memory, and defining

victimhood and threat all contribute to the construction of collective identities. The
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comparison between Palestinian and Israeli discourses does not imply equivalence in their
institutional or political power. Ultimately, the struggle over narrative can be understood
as a struggle over the “authority to define reality”: who has the ability to transform a
particular interpretation of history, place, identity, and rights into the dominant and

legitimate framework.

Keywords:
Narrative; Identity; Sociology of Knowledge; Collective Memory; Political Discourse;

Nakba; Palestine; Israel.
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