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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the role of social media platforms in enhancing electoral
participation among a sample of residents of Derna Municipality. It also investigated
patterns of social media use, the most frequently used platforms, users' motivations,
election-related topics discussed online, and the gratifications gained from using these
platforms during the electoral process. The study adopted a descriptive survey approach
and was conducted on a convenience sample of 120 participants from several
administrative districts of Derna Municipality. The findings revealed that all respondents
use social media, with Facebook being the most widely used platform. The primary
motivations for use included keeping up with current events, social interaction, and
expressing opinions. The most discussed electoral topics were combating corruption,
encouraging electoral participation, and advocating for fair elections. The results further
indicated that social media contributes to raising electoral awareness, providing
information about candidates, encouraging political participation, and strengthening
communication between citizens and candidates. The study highlights the importance of
employing social media as an effective tool for promoting electoral awareness and
fostering political participation through targeted awareness programs and specialized
digital content.

Keywords:

(Social Media, Electoral Participation, Digital Media, Electoral Awareness, Derna
Municipality)
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