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Abstract :

This study addresses the critical challenge of balancing rapid urban expansion with
environmental sustainability in arid environments, through a comprehensive critical
evaluation of the effectiveness of land-use plans (Plans d'aménagement) as tools for
territorial planning in the Moroccan Southern Provinces, using the city of Ladyoune as a
socio-spatial and physical case study. The research stems from the central hypothesis
that a structural and temporal gap exists between the theoretical regulations of urban
planning documents and the empirical reality, where high real estate pressure drives
contemporary built-up areas toward fragile zones directly exposed to natural hazards.
The methodology adopts an inductive approach, combining direct fieldwork observation
(geomorphological surveys and land registry tracking) with a technical analysis of
official urban plans, cross-referenced with hazard inventory maps (floods, sand
encroachment, and coastline dynamics). The results reveal that contemporary horizontal
urban sprawl severely outpaces the prospective projections of urban planners, leading to
the encroachment of built structures into restricted regulatory zones, dry riverbeds (Oued
Saguia el-Hamra), and sensitive ecosystems. The paper concludes with the necessity of
reshaping the planning philosophy, shifting from rigid regulatory urban planning to
flexible, proactive territorial planning through the mandatory integration of
environmental vulnerability maps into future territorial development frameworks to
protect lives, and property and ensure sustainable development.

Keywords:
( Urban Sprawl; Land-use Plans; Natural Hazards; Territorial Planning; Laayoune City )
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