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Abstract :

We must give a picture a brief overview on the situation in the Islamic world in the
Levant during the Crusades; where numerous Islamic emirates emerged, which in turn
contributed to the division of Islamic society into many sects such as Sunnis, Shiites,
Druze, Armenians, and other sects and denominations. These were the prevailing
conditions in the Levant (Ibn Wasil, 2004) Among the most prominent factors that
encouraged the Crusaders to launch their campaigns against the Arab lands was the fact
that Europe was suffering from poor economic conditions due to the dominance of the
feudal system; consequently, these conditions served as a secondary factor in the launch
of those campaigns against the Arab lands. With the arrival of the First Crusade (493
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AH/1099 CE) and the establishment of their emirates (Al-Qalanisi, 1987), as well as
their control of Jerusalem—where the results of that campaign included the plundering
of the Levant’s resources, the seizure of lands, and their reliance primarily on agriculture
to secure economic resources .

Keywords:
Crusader resources, economy, agriculture, industry, trade, taxes, Frankish currency,
trade routes, ports.
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