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Abstract:

This study investigates how classical Islamic travel narratives can be reinterpreted as
historical ethnographic documents that reflect an advanced form of cultural awareness. It
addresses the methodological problem of extracting implicit scientific structures from
texts produced by travelers such as Ibn Fadlan, Al-Muqaddasi, and Ibn Battuta. Adopting
a deconstructive analytical approach, the study examines travel writing as a knowledge
field shaped by the interaction between the observing self and the observed other. It argues
that Muslim travelers practiced an early form of applied anthropology through participant
observation, functional interpretation of customs, and cross-cultural comparison. The
research highlights the epistemological depth of these narratives, revealing a dynamic
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tension between fixed religious frameworks and evolving cultural realities. It further
demonstrates that these texts constitute a unique archive for understanding historical
societies. By repositioning Islamic travel literature within the domain of historical
ethnography, the study contributes to rethinking the origins of social sciences beyond
Western-centric narratives.

Keywords:

(Historical Ethnography, Early Islamic Anthropology, Muslim Travelers, Cultural
Representation, Cross-Cultural Analysis, Travel Literature, Epistemology, History of
Social Sciences )
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