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Abstract:

This study examines the image of the Muslim woman in German theater through the
play Nathan der Weise (Nathan the Wise) by the German playwright and philosopher
Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, one of the leading figures of the German Enlightenment in
the eighteenth century. The study aims to explore how Lessing portrays the Muslim
woman within a dramatic structure based on interreligious and intercultural dialogue,
focusing particularly on the character of Sittah, the sister of Saladin. Using a descriptive-
analytical approach, the study traces the dramatic events and analyzes the intellectual
and aesthetic functions of the characters. The findings reveal that Lessing presents the
Muslim woman as a figure distinguished by wisdom, intelligence, and emotional
balance, assigning her an active role in shaping dialogue and directing the course of
events. This portrayal reflects an enlightened and fair vision that challenges stereotypical
representations of Muslim women in some Western literary traditions. The study
concludes that the play constitutes a pioneering literary model for promoting religious
tolerance, human coexistence, and a positive representation of Muslim women in

European literature.

Keywords:
Image of the Muslim Woman — German Theater — Nathan the Wise — Lessing —

Interfaith Dialogue.
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