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Abstract :

Since ancient times, the inhabitants of Sous basin have focused on harnessing the
waters of the rivers flowing down from the neighboring mountains; to this end, they
have made efforts to manage and regulate their use in accordance with a set of rules and
techniques. To this end, they built aqueducts across the rivers, laid out a network of
irrigation channels, dug canals, and tapped springs to irrigate fields, provide water for
livestock, and supply the city of Taroudant with water for its various facilities. Its
importance grew with the boom in sugarcane cultivation and the management of sugar
mills in the region during the Saidi dynasty.

Given the historical and archaeological value of this hydraulic heritage, which has
been the subject of royal decrees and letters from the Saadi era through to the early days
of the Alaouite dynasty, its preservation and protection require a concerted effort to
maintain and restore it. Despite of patrimonial potential of these remains, they suffer
from neglect and deterioration due to natural and human factors. Therefore, this
communication will serve as a scientific analysis of the historical and archaeological
data, as well as the architectural components of these archaeological sites, which may be
relied upon in any intervention to restore and integrate them into the territorial
development.

Keywords:

cultivation, aqueducts, Oulad Sous basin, Taroudant, Hydraulic heritage, sugarcane
Messaoud, Tazemourt.
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