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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the relationship between social cohesion and school
belonging on the one hand, and students’ academic achievement on the other, within the
context of Palestinian students’ performance in international large-scale assessments. The
study sought to interpret the achievement gap from a socio-educational perspective, based
on the assumption that academic performance is influenced not only by cognitive factors,
but also by the extent to which students feel socially integrated and supported within the
school environment.

The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on secondary data drawn
from international assessment results, particularly PISA 2022 and TIMSS 2023. Indicators
related to school belonging, classroom participation, and teacher support were analyzed
alongside achievement averages and proficiency-level distributions. Comparative analysis
was conducted between Palestinian students’ performance and international benchmarks.

The findings revealed a significant gap between Palestinian students’ average
achievement and international averages in mathematics, science, and reading across both
lower and upper secondary levels. The proportion of students reaching high proficiency
levels was notably low. Although students reported relatively high levels of direct teacher
support, a considerable percentage indicated feelings of loneliness and limited school
participation. The analysis demonstrated a positive association between higher levels of
school belonging and participation and improved academic performance, suggesting that
social cohesion serves as an important explanatory factor for variations in student
achievement.

Based on these findings, the study recommends the development of educational policies
that strengthen social cohesion within schools, promote student participation in both
classroom and extracurricular activities, and foster supportive school climates built on
trust and positive relationships. It also emphasizes the importance of equipping teachers
with socio-emotional support strategies and integrating belonging and participation
indicators into school improvement plans to address achievement gaps through a
comprehensive academic and social approach.
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