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Abstract :

This study aims to examine the epistemological foundations of Qur’anic interpretation
and to address the problem of epistemic specialization in understanding the Qur’anic
text, within the framework of a demonstrative (burhani) approach and the paradigm of
the Two Weighty Authorities (al-Thaqalayn). The research explores the tension between
the universality of the Qur’anic discourse—characterized by structural coherence and
semantic unity—and the particularity of authoritative knowledge attributed to the Ahl al-
Bayt, regarded as the custodians of complete interpretation and comprehensive
understanding of revelation.

The study adopts a demonstrative analytical methodology that integrates principles of
Islamic jurisprudence (usiil al-figh) and logic, aiming to articulate the balance between
the evidential authority of apparent meanings (hujjiyyat al-zuhiir) and the accessibility
of reflective interpretation on the one hand, and the exclusivity of complete knowledge
and interpretive perfection attributed to the infallible on the other. It further examines
the coherent structure of the Qur’anic text and its role in preventing ambiguity, while
emphasizing the necessity of epistemic alignment with authoritative guidance for
achieving comprehensive understanding.

The findings indicate that restricting knowledge to the infallible pertains to
completeness and totality rather than negating disciplined interpretation. Moreover,
doctrinal certainty is achieved through the integration of rational evidence and
transmitted authority, represented by al-Thaqalayn. The study recommends adopting a
rigorous methodological approach that harmonizes traditional authority with
demonstrative analysis, ensuring the protection of the Qur’anic text from
misinterpretation while linking knowledge to doctrinal practice.

Keywords:
(Qur’anic interpretation, epistemology, epistemic specialization, authority of apparent
meaning, al-Thaqalayn)
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