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Abstract :

This study examines dialectal variation in ['rab al-Qur’an by Abu Ja far al-Nahhas (d.
338 AH), focusing on the linguistic phenomena found in Surah al-Baqarah as a
representative model. The research highlights the connection between classical Arabic
dialects and both syntactic and semantic interpretation of the Qur’anic text. It aims to
identify and classify the instances in which al-Nahhas referred to dialectal differences,
analyzing their impact on grammatical parsing and meaning.

The study employs an inductive analytical methodology, gathering relevant dialectal
instances in al-Nahhas’s analysis of the surah, and categorizing them into phonological,
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morphological, and syntactic levels. The findings reveal a strong link between Qur’anic
readings and pre-Islamic tribal dialects. Al-Nahhas’s work demonstrates a deep
awareness of linguistic diversity, relying on dialectal variation to justify grammatical
choices and interpretive directions. The study concludes that I'rab al-Qur’'an is a
foundational resource for understanding how dialectal features informed syntactic and
exegetical frameworks in classical Arabic.

The study recommends extending this investigation to other Qur’anic surahs and
comparing al-Nahhas’s method with those of his predecessors and contemporaries, to
further explore the historical development of grammatical thought in light of dialectal
variation.

Keywords:
( Dialectal Variation, Qur’anic Grammar, al-Nahhas, Qur’anic Readings, Arabic
Dialects, Surah al-Baqarah )
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