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Abstract

Developing countries increasingly face the challenge of aligning higher education
outcomes with labor market needs, particularly as the gap widens between academic
training and the practical skills demanded in the field. This study aims to assess the
availability of technical and vocational skills among recent graduates in medicine,
engineering, and information technology, from the perspective of executives in Libyan
institutions. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study utilized two
instruments for data collection: one questionnaire targeting a sample of graduates, and
another aimed at a sample of employers. The sample comprised 215 respondents across
the three sectors. Findings revealed a significant gap between the skills acquired during
university education and those required in the labor market, especially in terms of
practical application, communication skills, and professional commitment. The study
recommends revising curricula, strengthening partnerships between educational
institutions and the labor market, and designing specialized training programs that
respond to actual employment needs. This research seeks to offer a realistic framework
that could support policymakers and enhance the quality of higher education outcomes
in alignment with national development goals.
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