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Abstract:
Desertification poses the largest environmental challenge we face today, and
climate change exacerbates the situation. The interaction of climate change,
inadequate land management, and ineffective freshwater usage is harming water-
scarce regions, reducing their soils’ capacity to sustain crops, livestock, and
wildlife.
The Sahara Desert in Africa, which encompasses the Libyan Desert, exemplifies
areas that previously thrived with vegetation, woodlands, and varied wildlife
thanks to plentiful rainfall. Excavations and field research have uncovered
structures of fossilized tree trunks and the remains of certain animals, akin to
those presently observed in tropical rainforests. Certainly, the carvings and
engravings on rocks found in arid regions depicting herds of cows, lions,
elephants, giraffes, and rhinoceroses indicate that a conducive habitat was
present in these areas,, as these creatures undoubtedly required environments
with ample food and water resources.
It is widely recognized that arid and semi-arid areas, along with certain semi-
humid regions, occasionally experience significant environmental damage,
resulting in arise in the occurrence of drought episodes. Desertification factors
are also triggered by the interaction of human activities and adverse climate
conditions.

Drought and famine escalated significantly in the early 1970s, especially in
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Africa’s Sahel region, notably from 1968 to 1974. Over 200,000 individuals lost
their lives during this time, leading to significant humanitarian and ecological

crises.
Undoubtedly, desertification has emerged as a significant issue for many
worried individuals in this time, as it 1S connected to both natural and human
factors worldwide. Consequently, focus has started to shift towards it as a
worldwide issue that necessitates investigation into its main and most significant
causes and the contributing factors, along with creasing strategies and

frameworks that can help control its proliferation and fight against it.

Keywords:
Desertification, drought, climate change, soil degradation, vegetation cover

degradation, overgrazing,
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https://www.unep.org/topics/cities/cities-nature/cities-un-decade-ecosystem-restoration
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